
COLOHiSLKIRWitj'S HOV.E In ~~ ~ J,

The firsthouse Colonel Kirwinbuiltwasa loghouse c~
20ft~X20ft. with a shed room at one side, a fireplace at

another side, and a porch on the front. This was built

about 1860. A portion of this long shed was taken off and

moved to the back of the house and used for a summer kit-

chellwhere the vegetables and meats were prepared and

cooked and the canning of fruits and cooking the meals and

b&king of bread, cakes, and pies. The meals were ser~ed

in the new house in the dining room. The new house was

built and finished about 19Q5. It was a three story house.

It had four large rooms and a hall on the first floor with

a wide hall and the same on second floor. On the third

floor was all in one large room which was to be a Catholic

Church. There wasnl:t many Catholics:'here. at that time and

no Catholic Church near. No one had c&?s oyt in the country

at that time so it was impossible to get up.and go any

distance to Early Mass. However, the room on third floor

wasn't finished when Colonel Kirwin passed away. His funeral

was held in the parlor of his home and a graveside service

at Allen Cemetery about J miles southwest of Ramondville.

His wife, daughter and husband are also buried in Allen

Cemetery. Colonel Kirwin died just 2 years after they moved

into the new house. The new hous& was built on a founda-

tion of sand rock and mortar. The labor on the new house

cost $400. The carpenters were payed one dollar a day.

The lumber'was hauled in by mule teams from Byron DeForest

and Sherman Shipp Sawmills and Lumberyards. The house was

built by William Copeland and son Walter Copeland. William




